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From The Grand Master...
Dear Brothers,
	 I can’t believe that my term is nearing its end already!  We had a great 
mid-term in Fresno this year and I am looking forward to an outstanding 
convention there.  The Fresno Chapter has pulled double duty with both 
events and, from what I am told, we should all be looking forward to 
having a wonderful event.  Thank you Fresno Chapter for your hard 
work and job well done!
	 This year has been pure joy working with this Grand Chapter and all 
my brothers.  It has given me the opportunity to become reacquainted 
with old friends and make new ones throughout the Fraternity.  Although 
each chapter is unique,  our common themes are working together as 
brothers and to both organically and by the addition of new chapters, 
grow the fraternity.  We do this while never losing site of the values 
of our founding brothers in developing a cohesive brotherhood.  May 
we continue the traditions that we have established while staying 
coordinated with today’s changing times.
	 The Grand Chapter has completed many of its goals this year 
including the new booklet directory and the implementation of the 
digital directory, which may in the future pave the way for digital storage 
of our archived files. In addition, we have also established guidance for the election process, giving everyone an 
equal opportunity to voice their platforms as they seek the positions they desire to serve. 
	 There is still a lot of work to do though. Addressing multi-chapter memberships, helping new chapters integrate 
the ideals of our fraternity, as well as educating our new brothers on our history and traditions are all areas that 
need addressing. I look forward to future Grand Chapters, PGMs, and the entire brotherhood embracing these 
issues.
	 Finally, thank you to the Grand Chapter officers for their ideas, hard work, and support over the term. I also 
thank our advisory committee of Past Grand Masters that have also given me guidance and support. Finally, thank 
you to all our Masters and every member of this fraternity for greeting me warmly and having nothing but the best 
interest in the growth and wellbeing of our fraternity. 
	 In closing, I want to wish the next slate of officers and advisors a fun and successful year. Please know that I, 
and the rest of this Grand Chapter, are available to answer questions or assist if you desire.  

Best Wishes to my Brothers and their Families,

Brother Michael Mooradian
Grand Master

2023-2024

Grand Editor
N e x t  Tre x  N e w s  d e a d l i n e  J a n u a r y  1 5 t h ,  2 0 2 5
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Grand Master
Bro. Michael Mooradian,  Los Angeles
559.480.9229
michaelm.mooradian@gmail.com

Junior Grand Master
Bro. Levon Michaelian, Los Angeles
949.246.2927
lev.mic@cox.net

Grand Secretary
Bro. Michael Surmeian, Los Angeles
818.723.2324
mike.surmeian@telusagcg.com

Grand Treasurer
Bro. Bob Simonian, Los Angeles
818.216.4257 
rgsimonian@aol.com

Grand Marshal
Bro. Mark Derderian, LA/OC/SD
949.633.4450
mark.sanclemente@gmail.com

Grand Editor
Bro. Steven Sahagian, OC/SGV/LA
626.399.3799
h4oskier@verizon.net

Grand Historian/Custodian
Bro. Sam Donabedian, LA/SGV
949.633.4450
sam.donabedian@gmail.com

Grand Webmaster
Bro. Mark Antranikian, Selma / Peninsula
408.705.6584
markantranikian@hotmail.com

TRIPLE-X FRATERNITY  GRAND CHAPTER OFFICERS
2023-2024

Event Details:

• Name: 2024 Trex Convention
• Host: Fresno Chapter of the Triple X Fraternity
• Dates: August 30, 2024, through September 2, 2024
• Location: DoubleTree by Hilton Fresno Convention Center
 	 2233 Ventura Street, Fresno, CA 93721

Accommodation Information:
• Hotel: DoubleTree by Hilton Fresno Convention Center
• Room Rate: $149.00 + Tax per night
• Reservation Method: Call (559) 268-1000
	 and request rooms reserved for “TREX”

For anyone planning to attend the Convention
If you have any questions, please contact:
PGM Steven Bedoian at (559) 917-2807

text or email sbedoian@aol.com
PGM Bob Juskalian at (559) 960-5443
text or email popkinjuskalian@aol.com
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Sequoia
GREETINGS,
	 Hye Trex Brothers’ from across California, and Nevada.   Hope all of you are doing well as we head into a new season, 
and as summer seems to be slipping away. A BIG THANK YOU goes out to our Fresno Brothers’ for hosting our Spring 
Midterm at the Trex Club House.  It was a lot of fun being together, playing tavloo, ping pong, in a winner take all type 
tournaments.  We were able to accomplish a lot of helpful information from our Grand Chapter.   We were also treated to 
delicious lamb chop lunch, salad, dessert, and two kinds of delicious Pilafs. During our April meeting we were blessed with 
a visit by our GRAND MASTER, MICHAEL MOORADIAN. We always appreciate our Trex Brother’s, and the Grand 
Chapter members who visit our Sequoia Chapter. 
	 We were thankful to be able to donate funds in our community.  During our May meeting, Brother Charlie Davidian 
proposed sponsoring Visalia Baseball Team for $5,000.00, to enable them to attend the Little League World Series.  The 
Sequoia Chapter Brother’s also wanted to help with a request to raise $25,000.00 to replace the burned trees at the Ararat 
Armenian Cemetery in Fresno.  Trex Chapter Brothers’ are pledging money for the replacement, and to help to fund a 24 
hour security installation. During our May dinner MASTER DARWIN HACOBIAN, and BROTHER EDWIN HACOBIAN  
were in charge of our dinner at the monthly meeting.  We were blessed with Double Double Burgers from In-a-Out, with 
French Fries, Soda, and a wonderful Cheese Cake for dessert. It was a night to remember, seeing 30+ Armenian Brothers, 
eating Burgers and Fries, together.  What fun, and great fellowship we all had together. We hope more of our Trex Brothers 
will attend our monthly meetings, and join in on the fun.

Scholarship Award Night
	 We had three outstanding students of Armenian descent awarded $2,000.00 each to continue their education.  The 
students along side with their parents were awarded the scholarships at a dinner hosted by Sequoia Chapter before our 
regular meeting.  We want to Thank Rick Krikorian for Chairing our Scholarship Committee, and PGM Ron for all his help.  

Fund Raising Events

	 During the end of June through July 4, 2024, we will once again be participating in our annual fundraiser, and selling 
Fireworks.  A lot of the Brothers will be participating and volunteering their time.  We want to especially thank, Brother 
Richard Tamouzian, for helping Chair this week’s event.
	 On July 10, 2024, We are again looking forward to Brother Gerard Garoian’s famous, Keyma dinner.  Brother PGM Pete 
Babagian has graciously offered to host our dinner at his home using his outdoor Tiki Bar and grill.    
	 We look forward to attending the up and coming “Back To Our Roots”, Convention on August 30 to September 1.  This 
95th Annual Meeting will be sponsored by The Fresno Chapter, where Trex Fraternity all began back in 1918.  We can’t wait 
to start dancing to the Hagopian’s Kef Time Band, and having a delicious dinner together.  We are also looking forward to 
our Sunday morning breakfast meeting.
	 We look forward to seeing all of you in Fresno, sharing together our Armenian Heritage , Families, and Fellowshipping 
with one another. 

Blessings to all of you, and your families. 
Tom Babagian P.M.  Associate Editor

Arianna Bedrosian
Tulare Western High School

Parents: Victor and Sophia Bedrosian
University of California, Santa Barbara

Majoring in Musical Theatre.

Mason Hatton
Tulare Union High School

Parents: Mark and Diana Nalbandian Hatton
Cal Poly Humboldt College

Business and Marketing

Kathryn Ananian
Kingsburg High School
Parents: Gary and Janet Ananian
Reedley College and Fresno State.
Bachelor Degree Business Management 

Scholarship Winners for Sequoia Chapter 2024.
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Hello from the Palm Desert Chapter.
	 Our chapter was once again led this year by Bro. Master Sarkis Bedrosian who did a great job. Thank you Bro. Sarkis 
for all of your hard work and dedication over the past 2 years serving as our chapters Master.
	 In February, the Palm Desert Chapter welcomed in our newest Brother, Mitch Kalamian. Things didn’t look good for a 
while, but Bro. Mitch ended up surviving his interview. Grand Master Michael Mooradian was on hand for this meeting and 
personally swore in our newest brother. Congratulations, Bro. Mitch.
	 PGM Greg Safoyan and Bro. Master Sarkis Bedrosian attended the Mid-Term meeting at the Triple-X Clubhouse in 
Fresno. Grand Master Michael Mooradian ran a successful business meeting and the Fresno Chapter did a fantastic job 
hosting the day filled with brotherly fellowship and amazing food.
	 A Celebration of Life was held for PGM Nick Nigosian in March. Triple-X Brothers and their family members from 
throughout the fraternity were in attendance as well as many of PGM Nick’s family members and friends. The very large 
number of people who attended was a testament to just how much PGM Nick was loved, and how much he will be missed. 
	 The Palm Desert Chapters annual “DESERT GOLF OUTING” was held a little earlier this year on April 06. Brothers 
from the several chapters were among those who participated in the golf on Saturday and the 50/50 drawing cocktail party 
the night before at St. Garabed’s Church Hall. Following the 18 holes of golf at the Shadow Mountain Resort and Club on 
Saturday, there was a very nice luncheon sponsored by PM George Kirkjan. 
	 Along with all of the Palm Desert Brothers who helped and participated in this 2 day event, we would especially 
like to thank Brother Greg Kirkjan and Brother George Kirkjan who worked extremely hard coordinating this year's golf 
tournament.
Our chapter meetings are held on the 3rd Wednesday of each month and all brothers are welcomed to join us.
We look forward to seeing many of you at the upcoming annual convention weekend on Labor Day weekend in Fresno.

Fraternally,
PGM Greg Safoyan

Palm Desert Chapter Associate Editor

Palm Desert
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Oakland
Parev, Brothers.
Well, it’s been a long, hot summer… as if you didn’t already know!
	 The highlight of our past few months (in between travels and vacations) was our 4th Annual Oakland Trex Charity Golf 
Tournament. which took place on August 16 at the Callippe Preserve Golf Course in Pleasanton amidst the scenic East Bay 
hills and valleys below majestic Mount Diablo, with the event’s proceeds once again going to a variety of local, national 
and global charities. We expected more than 60 golfers to join us again this year; the event is past our Trex News deadline, 
and we’re hoping for a turnout that matches or exceeds last year’s successful affair. This year’s tourney kicked off with a 
light breakfast and concluded with a catered lunch and silent auction; in between were plenty of premium cigars, refreshing 
beverages (to stay hydrated on the course, of course), and other highlights. Oh yes, and some golf. Visit our Tournament 
Photo Gallery at https://app.eventcaddy.com/events/4th-annual-oakland-trex-charitable-golf-tournament/gallery for photos 
from this year’s fundraiser, along with some images from our previous events.
	 We’re proud to announce that two new Oakland Chapter brothers, David Ojakian and Marcel Langevin, were sworn 
in this year. Bro. Marcel was sworn in by our special guest, Bro. Grand Master Michael Mooradian (joined in his visit 
by Jr GM Lev, at our March 2024 meeting, and Bro. David became an official member in our June 2024 meeting, with 
swearing-in duties by PGM Gregg Chorbajian. Bro. Marcel is an Oakland-based entrepreneur, musician and photographer. 
Bro. David is very active in the Armenian community, and currently serves as Western Region Director of the Armenian 
Assembly of America (the first and largest non-partisan, non-profit Armenian advocacy organization in the U.S., and based 
in Washington, D.C.; visit them online at Armenian-Assembly.org). We’re very fortunate to add both men to our chapter 
roster, and look forward to spending more time with both Brothers during the years to come and enjoying the wonderful 
spirit of Brotherhood!  On the other hand, we’re deeply saddened to report the recent passing of two beloved Oakland 
Chapter brothers, father and son Albert and Glenn Yeremian, who left us within less than two weeks of one another in June 
of this year. Bro. Al, a lifelong Californian (born in 1927), was a Trexman for more than 70 years, and the last of the original 
Oakland Chapter charter members. He was also instrumental in the creation of the Oakland Juniors in 1954, and served as 
a mentor to many of our younger brothers. Bro. Al also served as Master of the Oakland Chapter during his long tenure in 
the Trex Fraternity. He passed on June 26, 2024, at the righteous age of 97, and was predeceased by his eldest son, Bro. 
Glenn Yeremian, who passed away on June 13, 2024, at the age of 59, following a brave battle with cancer. In his short 
time with the Fraternity, Bro. Glenn was fully engaged with the chapter, and drew on his passion and past experience as 
our very own resident Chef, preparing delicious meals at our monthly meetings. Both men were generous, kind, gentle, and 
compassionate spirits, and will be missed by all of us here in Oakland as well as anyone else fortune enough to know these 
fine men. A “Celebration of Life” for both brothers is scheduled for the evening of Saturday, Sept. 28, at Longevity Wines, 
2271 S. Vasco Road in Livermore. In the coming months, we’re eagerly anticipating two major happenings: our traditional 
Lobster Dinner in November, and holiday “TrexMas” dinner at one of the spiffier restaurants here in the East Bay. We’ll 
have updates and photos from both whoop-de-dos in the next issue of the Trex News.
And in the meantime, stay healthy and well. 

Fraternally,
Bro. Wayne Saroyan

Associate Editor, Oakland Trex
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Orange County
Brother Trexmen,
 	 Master Al and the Officers of the Orange County have continued to have an event filled calendar for the first 
half of 2024 and this trend will continue well into the summer.
	 To start the year right, Brothers Mark and Steven Hachigian chaired the Anaheim Ducks Hockey Night in 
February. This was a great family event as there many kids in attendance who got to witness a small sense of the 
Brotherhood and who knows, this may be planting the seeds toward creating future Brothers.
	 In April, the annual family potluck was chaired by Brothers John and Ari Gulugian and Brother Ara Malazian 
in Irvine. Although the Brothers were in complete control over the event, a special thanks to Tracy Gulugian and 
the other wives who helped this year, as well as in years’ past. With over 50 in attendance from Orange County 
and other local chapters, it was a good time filled with a wide ranging variety of delicious food, laughter and 
family fun. In addition to many different types of food and drink, a few of the Brothers were able to convince Elon 
Musk to fly his Starlink Rocket over the event much to the amazement of all in attendance.
	 Brother Don Kazarian chaired the Laughlin Stag during the first week of May during the Kentucky Derby 
and as usual, he outdid himself. With Armenian food being brought in from Las Vegas, a hospitality suite that 
was always alive with activity, views of the majestic Colorado River and just a little bit of gambling, this event 
continues to be one of the finest and we thank Brother Don for all his efforts. There were quite a few winners this 
year until it was determined that they had bet the wrong race . . . . oh well, there is always next year.
Speaking of mid-June, Brothers Art and Kris Kazarian hosted Cigar Night in Anaheim Hills. With over 30 in 
attendance, Grand Officers, a possible Future Grand Master, prospective members, and the OC Brothers, it was a 
great night of food, card playing, tavloo, and Fraternalism.
	 Orange County’s 46th Annual Picnic will be taking place on July 21, 2024 at Mason Regional Park in Irvine. 
Brother John Cholakian is heading this event and is continuing to make this event the perfect day out for family 
and Trex.

 Fraternally yours,
Brother Simon Hovakimian
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Dear Brothers,
	 The LA Chapter’s calendar was complete full so far in 2024.  Our Master, Bro Matt Matoesian and his Jr. 
Master, Bro Vahe Devian and their committee chairs were busy.
	 In February, Bro Stan Roupenian, PGM John Casparian and PGM David Maseredjian chaired our Annual Gin 
Tournament. The players were treated to a kufta and lamajoun dinner and played big stakes gin.  Winning the 
coveted trophy this were PGM Jeff Hazarian and PGM John Casparian.  Neither of which are exceptional players, 
but their cards were hot.  Congratulations PGMs!
	 Bro William Kevorkian and his lovely wife Diana chaired the LA TREX jaunt to the LA Kings Armenian 
Heritage Night hockey game.  About 50 LA Trex families attended and had a wonderful time.  Such a great time, 
all while helping to bring awareness to our people suffering in Artsakh.
	 In March about 25 LA Brothers attended the Annual Midterm convention meeting hosted by the Fresno 
Chapter.  Those Fresno brothers rolled out the red carpet for all their TREX Brothers with the venue, games, food 
and drink.  Grand Master Michael Mooradian conducted a highly efficient meeting and every goal he set was 
accomplished.
	 In April, Bro Hagop Michaelian, Ralph Dergazarian and their wives Gail and Deanne hosted our annual Wives 
Night Out event called Night at the Playhouse.  We first met for dinner at an authentic Mexican restaurant and 
walked across the street to the Pasadena Playhouse where we all enjoyed a night out.  Lots of fun and a great time 
with all our LA and SGV brothers.  Thank you Bros Hagop and Ralph along with Gail and Deanne.
	 Bro Steve Chelebian was given the reins of the Annual Armenian Open Golf Tourney. He assembled a 
committee so vast, there are fewer people not on it than on it.  This year’s event was held at the Moorpark Country 
Club.  Bro Steve and his committee did a great job and bumped participation by over 70 additional golfers.  He 
mixed up the format and timing, changed the date… and it all worked great.  Included in the 136 golfers were 3 
foursomes of our LA Jr Chapter and some of their friends.  In the end, the event was a HUGE success.  Oddly, 
the winning team included someone with the same last name as the Chairman of the event.  The 1st place team 
consisted of three LA Jr Trexman: Bro Frank Chelebian, Bro Armand Hairabedian, Bro Shant Deyirmencian, and 
their friend.  Most of the remaining players were bitter and chased Bro Steve off the property with their golf clubs 
and sand trap rakes in hand.
	 June was busy.  Bro Gary Dergazarian, Bro Gary Zakarian and Bro John Missakian teamed up for our summer 
party with a Hats and Vests theme.  We had a full house with everyone dressed in their favorite hats and vests, 
except Bro Chris Armen, who dressed as a piece of bacon.  He clearly didn’t get the memo.  Nonetheless, Bro 
Chris won for the best hat and vest, despite the fact that he wore neither one.  Congratulations to this Trio-of-
Trexmen for putting on a great event!
	 Bro Rich Taminosian and beautiful family chaired the LA Trex Family Picnic in Glendale this year.  There was 
plenty of kebab, pilaf and fassoul-yah for everyone.  Bro Rich wanted a special shout out to all those that helped 
and contributed food, desserts and drinks, helping make it a very successful event. 
	 The LA TREX Club Championship continues every Saturday with an early morning tee off time.  Bro Zareh 
has relinquished the chairmanship to his nephew, Bro Vahe Devian.   The double elimination format keeps us going 
through September with the winner announced at our Annual Installation Banquet.  There is broad consensus that 
Bro Mike Surmeian will win 1st place this year (said no one ever).  
	 The LA Chapter is looking forward to seeing you all at the 2024 Annual Convention hosted by the Fresno 
Chapter.  Thanks again to our executive committee and Board of Directors for carrying us through another year 
full of activities and fun.  

Bro. Michael Surmeian
Associate Editor

LA Triple X Fraternity

Los Angeles
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Las Vegas
	 Welcome to the latest edition of our Trex Las Vegas chapter , where we bring you exciting updates and 
achievements from our esteemed members here in Las Vegas. Buckle up as we dive into the fantastic happenings 
of our brotherhood!
	 Brother P.G.M. Chuck Makes Waves at WSOP Let's start with some thrilling news from the
poker tables of Las Vegas. Our very own Brother P.G.M. Chuck has proven his mettle yet again by securing a spot 
at the final 10 table of the World Series of Poker (WSOP)! Out of an astounding 8,957 players, Brother Chuck 
battled his way to this prestigious position in reverse, showcasing his exceptional skill and determination. We're 
all rooting for him to bring home the bracelet!
	 Brother Daniel's Supercar Hits the Silver Screen In another stroke of excitement, Brother Daniel has 
reached new heights of fame as his supercar is set to be featured in the upcoming Back to the Future movie! This 
iconic achievement not only highlights Brother Daniel's impeccable taste in automobiles but also solidifies his 
place in Hollywood's elite circles. We can't wait to see the T-Rex spirit blazing across the silver screen.
	 Porsche Boxster Raffle - Your Chance to Win Big! Attention all car enthusiasts and philanthropists! Our 
chapter is thrilled to announce a raffle for a sleek Porsche Boxster. Tickets are available for $120.00 each, offering 
you a shot at owning this stunning piece of automotive excellence. Your contributions will support our fraternity's 
charitable endeavors and community initiatives. Don't miss out on this opportunity to drive home in style while 
making a difference!
	 Brother Master Rick Joins Las Vegas Aces as Assistant Coach In the realm of sports, we celebrate Brother 
Master Rick's recent appointment as the assistant coach of the Las Vegas
Aces WNBA team. With back-to-back championships under their belt, the Aces are poised for even greater 
success with Brother Rick's expertise and dedication. We extend our heartfelt congratulations and look forward to 
cheering on the Aces to more victories!
	 Upcoming Meetings and Dinner Invitation As always, our fraternity meetings are held on the second 
Wednesday of every month. If you find yourself in Las Vegas during that time, we
warmly invite you to join us. Let one of the brothers know, and we'll treat you to a delightful dinner as we share 
stories and strengthen the bonds of our brotherhood.
	 Thank you for taking the time to catch up with the Las Vegas Trex fraternity chapter. Stay tuned for more 
updates, achievements, and exciting events from our dynamic group of brothers. Together, we continue to make 
our mark in the world, both on and off the poker tables, movie screens, sports arenas, and beyond! Until next time, 
stay proud and roar on!

Fraternally,
PM vj Taslakian
Assistant Deacon
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San Gabriel Valley
	 The San Gabriel Valley, Chapter of the Triple X fraternity continues to expand to new heights and grow in membership, 
fundraising, and in fun and engaging activities. We continue to have full and boisterous monthly Dinner Meetings at our 
Brother Robert Shahnazarian’s Noor Events Venue.  We continue to add new Brothers to our Chapter, several of whom have 
taken active roles in hosting events and heading committees. Our traditional dinner meetings are always capped off by cigars 
and scotch, again graciously hosted by Brother Robert, on Noor’s patio overlooking the beautiful Pasadena City Hall.
	 This year we were excited to host our first Annual San Gabriel Valley Chapter Inaugural Car Show at the AGBU Vatche 
and Tamar Manoukian Armenian Cultural Center.  We had over 100 cars registered and signed up leading up to the Car 
Show which on the day of featured over 60 rare and modern automobiles all of which were proudly displayed during our Car 
Show.  A great time was had by all who attended and participated and well over 500 spectators. Participants and attendees 
flowed throughout the AGBU Center.  Taking time relaxed in the Cigar Lounge area which was graciously set up and hosted 
by a longtime friend of the Triple X Fraternity Dr. Garo Bouldoukian of Garo Cigars. Admission to the event was free and so 
were our vehicle entries. There was a raffle food and drinks for all who came to check out the cool classy cars and enjoyed 
a fun filled day with friends family all while helping us support our Artsakh Refugees and their families. Thank You for the 
support of our major sponsors, donors, contributors, participants and volunteers.  All Brothers helped make this event an 
absolute success! 
	 Our profound appreciations, first and foremost, to our Car Show Organizing Committee Chairs Bro. Al Cabraloff, 
Bro. Paul Kalemkiarian, Bro. Vasken Gourikian and Judge Bro. Dickran Tevrizian and of course Bro. Harry Hindoyan for 
managing the Kitchen and Food Preparation and Service Crew. Our constant logistics experts Bro. Shant Dergazarian and 
Bro. Ara Malazian. This successful event will be the one we can definitely build on in the future and the best part of the event 
was that well over $20,000 was raised to benefit our Artsakh refugees 
and their families. We sincerely thank all of the Brothers who have 
support our Chapter. Your support and Brotherhood is invaluable to 
the growth and prosperity of our Chapter and Fraternity.

We are clearly and undoubtedly off to an excellent start. 
Onward and Upward!

Bro. GE Steven Sahagian
Associate Editor
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Greetings from the Bay Area’s Peninsula Chapter to our beloved Brothers, families, and friends!
Our officers for 2023–2024 are the following:

Master.................................................................................................................................................. Bro. Tom Riddle
Jr. Master.............................................................................................................................................. Bro. Mihran Kassabian
Treasurer ............................................................................................................................................. Bro. Vic Khachooni
Corresponding Secretary...................................................................................................................... Bro. Mark Antranikian
Recording Secretary............................................................................................................................. Bro. Kip Garabedian
Associate Editor................................................................................................................................... Bro. Mark Antranikian
Sergeant at Arms ................................................................................................................................. Bro. Aram Darmanian
Historian............................................................................................................................................... Bro. Kip Garabedian
Custodian............................................................................................................................................. Bro. Vic Khachooni
Webmaster............................................................................................................................................ Bro. Mark Antranikian

	 At our March meeting, Grand Master Brother Michael Mooradian and Junior Grand Master Brother Levon Michaelian 
made the trip from SoCal and paid us a visit. We enjoyed their company and were happy to show them why our dinners have 
a reputation for being among the best in the Fraternity! A great time was had by all. If you happen to be in the Bay Area 
on the third Thursday of the month, stop by and say hello – we love visitors! We meet at the Los Altos Masonic Building, 
located at 146 Main Street in Los Altos, California (enter from the back of the building on the parking lot side).
	 This spring, our Brother Vartan Berberian had rotator cuff surgery – all went well, and there are rumors that he’ll be 
pitching for the Giants soon!
	 Other than having to cancel our April meeting, we’ve been going strong so far this year. Yours truly made the trip from 
the Central Valley to attend the June meeting – it was great to see many of our Bay Area Brothers once again! During that 
meeting, future plans were made for a couple of fun events. On Sunday, August 25th, we’ll be having yet another “Picnic at 
Vic’s” – a great day for members and their families to get together at the wonderful home of the Khachoonis and enjoy an 
afternoon full of amazing food and fellowship! Also discussed was a men’s trip to a large cabin at Lake Tahoe, tentatively 
planned for early fall. Time to enjoy the water, get back to nature, and also win some jackpots!
	 We send our best wishes to the Fresno Chapter for a fun and successful Annual Convention. Looking forward to seeing 
many of our fellow Trex Brothers there!

Fraternally submitted,
Brother Mark Antranikian

Peninsula Chapter Assoc. Editor/Corr. Sec./Webmaster Grand Webmaster

Peninsula
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Another fantastic Peninsula dinner!
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Selma
	 First things first: we must correct an omission from our last report! At our annual Installation & Awards Dinner last 
September, our beloved PGM Sam Bagdasarian was awarded his 50-year pin, having joined the Fresno Juniors in 1973 
before becoming a senior member in 1977. Congratulations Brother Sammy, and thank you for your many years of active 
service and dedication, which continues to this very day!
	 The Selma Chapter has been extremely busy during the past six months!! In February, we initiated new Brother Vince 
Kojigian. In March, we enjoyed a successful Mid-Term convention at the Fresno Clubhouse. Congrats to Brother Joey 
Sahakian for winning the tavloo tournament and to Brother Ken Abrahamian for being a semifinalist! Most recently, early 
this summer we brought on two additional members: newly installed Brothers Harry Stepanian and John Garabedian. 
Welcome to Selma Trex, Brothers Vince, Harry, and John! It has been a long time since we received three new members 
within a six-month period.
	 Sadly, we have also lost a couple of longtime members this summer. In late June, Brother Jim Markarian, who had 
been a member since 1983, passed away. Then less than three weeks later, Brother Herb Kaprielian also passed. He joined 
the Selma Juniors in 1949 before moving to the senior chapter in 1956, making him a rare 75-year member. Our deepest 
sympathies go out to the families and friends of both Brother Jim and Brother Herb – may they rest in peace.
	 PGM Sam Bagdasarian and Brothers Dan Boyajian, Matt Peters, Robert Kandarian, Ed Nikssarian, and PGM Larry 
Avedisian have started serving lunch at Terry’s House as well as the Ronald McDonald House on a recurring basis. These are 
“homes away from home” for the families of hospital patients. The families have been extremely appreciative. In February, 
the Selma Chapter gave away a total of $20,000, distributed to ten different charities which were proposed by our members. 
This summer, we also donated another $20,000 to the California Armenian Home. A $10,000 donation has also been made 
to the Ararat Cemetery, to help with the recent vandalism that has taken place. We also gave away six scholarships to 
graduating seniors of Armenian descent from several of our Fresno County schools. The June meeting included handing out 
the scholarships to those who were awarded. The new sixth scholarship was the first issue of the John C. Barigian Memorial 
Scholarship, awarded to a deserving graduate pursuing a degree in the Health Science area. This scholarship was created by 
Brother Jeff Barigian in memory of his father, PGM John Barigian.
	 Perhaps most exciting of all, this past May we resurrected our eleventh annual Charity Poker Tournament, which had 
been on hiatus since the last one in 2018, mainly due to Covid. Held in a private room at the newly relocated Club One 
Casino in Fresno, we had a great turnout of fifty-nine players, with at least another twenty-five others attending just for 
the delicious buffet dinner! (Brother Master Mike made buffet lovers everywhere very proud!) We plan on having this 
event biannually and would love participation from all chapters throughout the Fraternity. The final table included three of 
our chapter brothers: eighth-place finisher Ara Kaprielian, sixth-place finisher Ken Abrahamian, and second-place finisher 
Yours Truly Nyuk Nyuk Nyuk! See you all in Fresno for the Convention.

Fraternally,
Brother David Shapazian, Associate Editor

(with contributions from Bro. Mark Antranikian)
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San Diego
Greetings Brothers,
	 As we reflect on the past six months, our San Diego chapter has been bustling with activities, camaraderie, and community 
spirit. Here’s a recap of the events that brought us together and strengthened our bonds.
	 Fresno Mid-Terms and Casino Outing: In February, after attending the mid-terms, a spirited group of our brothers 
embarked on a memorable trip to Fresno. This wasn’t just a meeting but an adventure! The journey included a visit to a 
local Indian casino, where laughter and friendly competition were the order of the day. The trip not only served to discuss 
important fraternity matters but also to fortify our brotherhood through shared experiences and good times.
	 March Social at Coronado Brewing Company: March brought us together for a relaxed and enjoyable social meeting 
at the Coronado Brewing Company. The event was well-attended, and it was wonderful to catch up with familiar faces while 
sampling some of the finest craft beers San Diego has to offer. The setting was perfect for unwinding and strengthening our 
connections in a casual, friendly environment.
	 San Diego County Fair Outing: Mid-June saw our brothers enjoying a day at the San Diego County Fair. A special 
highlight was visiting Chicken Charlie’s food stand, owned by our generous brother, Bro Charlie Boghosian. He graciously 
hosted a group of us, treating everyone to his famous fair delicacies. The event was a delightful mix of fun, food, and 
fraternity, showcasing the generous spirit that thrives within our chapter.
	 Second Annual 50/50 Raffle & Picnic: June ended on a high note with our chapter’s second annual 50/50 raffle and 
picnic, which also marked the celebration of our chapter’s 50th anniversary, having been founded on June 22, 1974. The 
event drew an impressive turnout of about 80 to 90 people, demonstrating the strong sense of community and support within 
our fraternity. The picnic featured delicious Armenian shish kebab, pilaf, salad, and homemade baklava, lovingly prepared 
by one of our brother’s daughters. The food was outstanding, the raffle exciting, and the company exceptional. It was a day 
filled with laughter, great conversations, and the joy of being together.
	 We were honored to have three of our founding members in attendance: Bro.’s PGM Joe Kellejian, Jerry Tashjian, and 
Doug Avazian. Additionally, Grand Master Mike and Jr Grand Master Levon graced us with their presence, adding to the 
significance of the occasion. We also welcomed a couple of the L.A. Trex brothers, John Elmassian and Charles Maseredjian, 
Jr., who were brothers in the Los Angeles Jr. Trex with some of our founding members. Their attendance further highlighted 
the enduring connections and deep-rooted friendships within our fraternity.
	 Welcoming New Brothers: We are thrilled to announce that we have added two new brothers to our fraternity; Vinnie 
Avedesian and Emil Sultanov. Their addition brings fresh energy and perspectives to our chapter, and we look forward to 
their active participation and contributions.
	 As we look forward to the rest of the year, we are excited about the upcoming events and opportunities to connect Our 
chapter thrives because of the active participation and enthusiasm of each brother. Let’s continue to build on this spirit of 
fellowship and support, making our fraternity a source of pride and joy for all members.
	 Thank you to everyone who contributed to these events and to those who participated. Your involvement is what makes 
our chapter vibrant and dynamic. Here’s to many more gatherings, celebrations, and shared moments.

Fraternally yours,
Bro Todd Sarouhan / Secretary 

The San Diego Chapter
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LA Juniors
	 Besides regularly scheduled meetings, several recruitment and brotherhood events were held. LA Jr. Trex 
members participated in the Armenian Open where multiple brothers including Shant Deyirmencian, Armand 
Hairabedian, and Frankie Chelebian all placed 1st in the tournament. We also have some members gathering on 
Saturdays with Sr. Trexmen to play. In addition, we have also had several fight night viewings held by member 
Luke to gather our group of members. The LA Jr Trex has also been looking to add new members to continue the 
strong strides we have made over the last couple of years. We have made sure to maintain group participation and 
have many things planned for the rest of the year. We look forward to attending other senior meetings as well as 
collaborating on other events. 

Bro. Luke Surmeian and Bro. Michael Gharapetian posing with our 2024 Armenian Open Champions
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Brother Levon Chaloukian
Los Angeles Chapter
June 18, 1927 – July 18, 2024
	 Bro Levon Chaloukian was the only child of Mary and Hampar Chaloukian, born in 
Detroit Michigan on June 18, 1927. Soon after birth the family moved to Chicago to be closer 
to the family where Bro Lev spent the next 12 years. He grew up playing stickball, exploring 
the neighborhood with his friends, and sneaking into Wrigley field and running the bases.  He 
survived scarlet fever and at a doctor’s instructions, he took tap dancing lessons to strengthen his 
muscles. In 1939, Bro Lev and his family moved to the family’s hundred acre ranch in Agoura, 
California.  There he developed his love of horses.  After proving himself to be an exceptionally 
good rider, Bro Lev was hired as a jockey at Agua Caliente, Mexico, where he rode frequently, 
until his grandmother found out.  
	 While in high school, the family moved to Hollywood, where Bro Lev attended Belmont 
High. Three weeks before graduation, Bro Lev was called to active duty with the US Navy.  

Because of this, he never got to walk with his class and receive his diploma.  Not until 70 years later, he was invited by his 
alma mater to march with the students of the class of 2017 and was among the keynote speakers. This event was chronicled 
on the television news in Los Angeles as well as documented in the TREX NEWS.
	 During WWII, Bro Lev served on a minesweeper in the South Pacific, disarming hidden ocean bombs, and running the 
projector for weekend movie nights. The crew called him HOLLYWOOD, in an ironic prediction of his own future. After 
returning from war, Bro Lev met Virginia Alekian, and were married at St James Church on June 20, 1951.  They had two 
children, Kimme and Bro. Dale. They were married for 69 years! 
	 Bro Lev started working at Ryder Sound, initially mopping floors and rewinding sound reels. He eventually bought the 
company, which launched him into a colorful career as a giant in the sound industry and TV Academy. During his career, he 
himself won 6 Emmys; and for Ryder, a total of 42 Emmy’s and the Oscar for the movie Platoon.  He as also well known as 
the President of the Academy of Television Arts & Sciences.  Unknown to most, he was the first civilian the FBI called on to 
analyze the Kennedy Assassination tapes; the man Nixon’s staff trusted with equipping his trip to China with sound and the 
man who worked with NASA to film of the moon landing.  He did this all without fanfare.  
	 Bro Lev joined the LA Chapter in 1982 and served in numerous executive capacities and was highly active in the LA 
Chapter.  He was our golf commissioner for many years, and we always looked forward to his monthly reports.  He was a 
friend to countless and loved playing golf with his Trex brothers.  Bro Lev will be greatly missed.

IN MEMORIAM

Brother Jack Bedoian
Fresno Chapter
September 4, 1938 – April 11, 2024
	 Jacob “Jack” Bedoian, a beloved husband, father, grandfather. Jack was the first born son of 
George and Ruth Bedoian, and grew up alongside his brothers Richard and Steve on the family 
farm in Sanger, California. During and following his graduation from Sanger High School, Jack 
worked on the family farm with his father and brothers and in packing houses with his mother.  
After graduation he attended Fresno City College.  He also served six years in the Air National 
Guard. Jack’s journey led him to Mid State Showcase, where he honed his skills as a cabinet 
maker under the mentorship of his uncles, Albert and Harry Bedoian.  Eventually he took over 
the business, showcasing his craftsmanship until his retirement.  After which he worked for the 
company that moved into the shop.  Even in his final retirement, Jack remained active working 
part time at Gottschalk’s Department Store and farming. Bro. Jack genuinely liked people. He 
treated everyone the same, with kindness and respect whether a celebrity or a homeless guy he 

would buy a hamburger for.  He was deeply involved in various community organizations such as Holy Trinity Armenian 
Apostolic Church, The Tigers Club, and the Armenian Trex Fraternity.  His commitment led him to serve as Grand Master of 
the Trex Fraternity of California in 2009-10, a role he cherished deeply. In 1986, Jack married Alberta Melkonian with whom 
he shared a life filled with joy and adventure.  They relished attending many activities together, such as sports events with 
his brothers, traveling with friends and family, attending cultural events like the opera and showcasing Jack’s meticulously 
restored 1952 GMC truck at car shows. Bro. Jack loved hosting parties. Jack and Alberta spent many years working catering 
events and activities together at their churches, Holy Trinity Armenian Church and Saint Paul Armenian Church, as well 
as Fresno Trex.  There was never a dull moment. Jack’s strength of character allowed him to face his medical battles without 
losing his amazing humor, positive attitude, kindness, love of family and friends, and his faith in God.  Jack always asked 
about each of his grandchildren and great grandchildren and could tell you every detail of what was going on in their lives. 
Jack is survived by his wife, Alberta, daughters. The family extends heartfelt gratitude to the staff of the California Armenian 
Home for their loving care during Jack’s final months.
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Brother Albert “Al” Yeremian
Oakland Chapter
January 8, 1927 - June 27, 2024
	 Brother Albert “Al” Yeremian, a Trexman for more than 70 years and the last of the Oakland 
chapter’s original charter members.  He was 97 years old.
	 Brother Al, a native Californian, was born on January 8, 1927, in Visalia, and raised in 
his hometown in the heart of the Central Valley, and graduated from Visalia High School. He 
attended the College of the Sequoias for one year, and left to accept a full time position with his 
uncle, Jim Taylor, Sr., in his uncle’s business, Globe Plumbing Supply, in Oakland. The modest 
beginning of a distinguished life-long career.
	 He had worked for his uncle only six months when his “other” uncle, Uncle Sam, offered 
him a position he couldn’t refuse. After serving in the U. S. Army for one and a half years, he 
was honorably discharged in December, 1946, and returned to Globe Plumbing in April, 1947, 

where he would spend his entire career until his retirement in 1997. He also played semi-pro football with the legendary 
Petaluma Leghorns in the late 1940s.
	 As one of the original Oakland Chapter members, Brother Al was instrumental in the creation of the Oakland Juniors in 
1954, and served as a mentor to many of our younger brothers. Bro. Al also served as Master of the Oakland Chapter in 1956, 
and later as Grand Treasurer in 1966-67.
	 He married his wife Maguerite in 1963, and the couple had two sons, Glenn and Carl; his wife predeceased him in July 
2006, and his eldest son, Glenn (a fellow Oakland Trex brother), passed less than two weeks before his father. He is survived 
by his son younger son, Carl, and three adult grand-children, along with numerous cousins and the members of his beloved 
Oakland Chapter.

A “Celebration of Life” for Brothers Al and Glenn
is scheduled for the evening of Saturday, Sept. 28

Longevity Wines, 2271 S. Vasco Road in Livermore.

Brother Glenn Yeremian
Oakland Chapter
October 1964 - June 14, 2024
	 Brother Glenn, who only recently joined the Oakland Chapter of the Triple X Fraternity, 
passed away on Friday, June 14, 2024. He was 59 years old.
	 Glenn was raised in San Leandro, California, and graduated from San Leandro High School. 
He lived in Reno the majority of his adult life, and worked the winter months as a ski instructor.  
He was also a general contractor who worked in a company that did home remodels and repairs. 
He loved to ski, and was a candidate to join the U.S. Olympic Ski Team; he also enjoyed road 
bikes, participated in numerous road bike races, and expanded his riding passion to mountain 
biking as well.
	 Brother Glenn worked at several restaurants in Reno and formed a love for cooking. After 
returning to Brentwood in 2014 and taking a position as a Physical Education instructor in 

Contra Costa County, he began to care for his father, Brother Al Yeremian, on a full-time basis in 2019, and joined the 
Oakland Chapter alongside his father in November 2021.
	 Glenn and Al were often the first to arrive at the monthly Oakland Trex meetings, and Glenn’s passion for cooking 
blossomed when he offered to start cooking the meals for our regular meetings. Soon enough, we were boasting of being the 
only Trex chapter with our very own personal chef, and looked forward to the delicious meals he would prepare each month. 
Brother Glenn was recently diagnosed with an aggressive cancer, and after a brave and selfless battle, passed away on June 
13, 2024 in Antioch, predeceasing his father by less than two weeks. Both he and Brother Al will be remembered together at 
a “Celebration of Life,” set for the evening of Saturday, Sept. 28, at Longevity Wines, 2271 S. Vasco Road in Livermore.

Both he and Brother Al will be remembered.

IN MEMORIAM
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IN MEMORIAM
Brother Herbert A. Kaprielian
Selma Chapter
October 28, 1929 – July 16, 2024
	 Brother Herbert Kaprielian was born in Reedley, California, to his parents Leon and Ruth 
Kaprielian. Herb spent his childhood on the family farm in Reedley, California. He attended 
Southern California Military Academy in Long Beach, California, graduating in the Class of 
1947.
	 He continued his education at Reedley College and Fresno State College. He made lifelong 
friends at Reedley College, including Beverly Holmes, whom he married on June 28, 1952. They 
remained happily married until Beverly’s death three days before their 64th wedding anniversary.
	 Following the Air Force, Herb joined the family business and became instrumental in 
expanding the business into various sectors of agriculture including diversified farming, packing, 
sales, land leveling, well drilling, and pump services. The KB fruit brand was known throughout 
the industry. Herb was also a proud and active member in many organizations including the 

Grape and Tree Fruit League, Western Growers Association, and served on the Board of Directors for the Bank of Fresno for 
over 14 years. Herb and his family attend the Pilgrim Armenian Congregational Church in Fresno.
	 Bro. Herb joined the Selma Junior Chapter in 1949 along with his good friend Robert Kaprielian and others and has 
remained a brother since that time. He joined the Selma Senior Trex in 1956 along with Brother Mike Kilijian and others. 
Herb enjoyed seeing his brothers at various functions throughout the years and often attended meetings with his neighbor 
and brother Kay Cholakian. Herb was most proud that his family also became brothers in TREX including his cousins John, 
Jim, and Ara Kaprielian (Selma) and son-in-law Michael Mooradian (Los Angeles and current Grand Master).
	 Bro. Herb is survived by his daughter Cheryl Mooradian (Michael), grandchildren Nicole (Thraen) , Alicia (Marc), 
Gabrielle (Andrew); son Craig Kaprielian (Lorrel), grandchildren Bianca (Deborah), Christian, Charlotte, Angelica (Gregg), 
Florencia (Geoffrey), great-grandchildren Elizabeth, Adam; daughter Jenifer Santos (Victor), grandchildren Elliott, Claire; 
daughter-in-law Dawn Kaprielian, grandchildren Kara (Brett), Richard (Angie) and great-granddaughter Vivian.
Herb was preceded in death by his loving wife, Beverly; his parents; sister Darlene Rowland; beloved son Richard; and 
daughter-in-law Donna Aivazian Kaprielian.

Bro. Herb will be remembered.

Brother Stephen Thomas Afetian
San Gabriel Valley Chapter
February 10, 1953 – June 11, 2024
	 Bro. Steve was born to Leo and Liz Afetian. As a child I remember all the times Steve, my 
brothers and I spent on Alston Street at our grandparents. Holidays were there and we all sat at 
the “kids table’ together. So as kids we were always close. As adults, though no longer at the kids’ 
table, we would often be together at family events and holidays, so relationships did continue.	
	 Later in our adult years I had the opportunity to work with Steve at our uncle’s business, BZ 
Disposal. During those years I would see and talk with Steve on a daily basis, and actually part 
of the reason I ended up at BZ is that Steve asked our uncles to ask me to work with them. While 
there, Steve would be there early in the morning and one of the last to leave. He would make sure 
that all of the BZ business was taken care of and while there also started his own small rubbish 
route. During his time at BZ Steve showed he cared not only for the business, but for so many of 

the employees that were there. I recently spoke to the son of a former BZ employee who said that it was Steve that helped his 
father to purchase a home and without that help and guidance he may not have been able to make the purchase. That is just 
one story where Steve was there to help an employee.
	 After the sale of BZ, Steve and Marion moved to Rancho Mirage. While living in Rancho Mirage, Steve joined the            
Triple X Palm Desert Chapter. He loved the organization and was continually active. He eventually became Master and was 
immensely proud of that. While in Rancho Mirage Steve was a member of St. Garabed Church Parish Counsel which he 
was proud to serve on. Even after moving back to Whittier, he remained a member of the Palm Desert Chapter. Later with 
the establishment of the new San Gabriel Chapter of the Triple X, Steve became a Charter member and looked forward to 
being an active member. Steve, above all loved family. Even while he was in the hospital and not having a good day, whenever 
one of us would leave he would add onto his good-bye the words “I love you”. Steve knew so many people and did not just 
know them, but knew who their parents were, grandparents, cousins, and more. If you asked him do you know so and so, of 
course, he did. Having a conversation with him was fun, and informative, and always took you on a trip down memory lane. 
Conversations with Steve could be informative, but more importantly allowed those he spoke with to often enjoy a trip down 
memory lane. Steve is survived by his sister Marion and numerous cousins and friends.
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